Muslim Women and the U.S.

	Title of Unit
	     Muslim Women and the U.S.
	Grade Level
	11th-12th grade

	Curriculum Area
	Social Studies/History
	Time Frame
	     one class period (or more)

	Developed By
	     Lucy Thiboutot

	Identify Desired Results 

	Overarching Understandings
	Essential Questions

	What should students learn from this unit?
	

	      Students will learn about the U.S. government’s perspective on Muslim women during the early portion of the 21st century through the lens of Dr. Lila Abu-Lughod, an anthropologist who specializes in Arab women. 
	     
Who are Muslim women?  What does it mean to be a Muslim woman? What should the U.S. government’s role be in determining the fate of Muslim women outside of the U.S.? How did the U.S. government use women to justify their role in Afghanistan?  

	Bridging Material 
	· 

	     
“Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” by Dr. Lila Abu-Lughod, American Anthropologist, Vol. 104, No. 3: September 2002. 

	· 

	Learning Plan 

	How will you make sure that students understand the learning objective?
	     Students will be asked to write a reflective essay on what they have learned from the lesson.

	How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit?
	     Students will be asked to draw a picture of a Muslim woman and a non-Muslim American woman and write a description and provide a source for their knowledge about each. From this starting point, teacher will ask students to share what they already know about Muslim women, and to think about how the sources of their information affect their perspective. They will be asked why they drew any differences between the Muslim and non-Muslim woman, if they did. Students will be given the essay, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving?” by Lila Abu-Lughod to read as homework. 

	What events will help students experience and explore the big idea and questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and knowledge?
	      The opening activity will help students explore the topic, then, after the assigned reading has been read at home, students will discuss the reading using the method of discussion most appropriate to the class. 

	How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work?
	      Students will be assigned an essay topic at the teacher’s discretion.

	How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit?
	      Through in-class or online discussion. 


Adapted from Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, 
