
 

Mem u Zin: Understanding Kurdish Culture through Poetry and Film 

Lesson for High School Students 

 

Background: 

 Students will have already been introduced to the history and politics of the Kurdish people. 

Introduction 

 Begin by asking students: Due to various political circumstances, many ethnic and religious 
groups (such as the Kurds) find themselves longing for a land that was once considered 
theirs (for a homeland).  What do you think that is like? 

 Introduce the film.  Share with students the following: 
o The film Mem u Zin is based on the epic poem called Mem u Zin by Ahmed Xani. 
o The story is part of Kurdish psyche like we know Cinderella or other folk tales.   
o It is a Romeo and Juliette like story that represents the Kurdish longing for their 

homeland. 
o The film was made in 1991 in Turkey. Originally it was made in Turkish—it was 

forbidden to make a film in Kurdish.  Eventually that rule was overturned and the 
film was remade in Kurdish. 

o It might be helpful to introduce the main characters: 

 Tajdin and Mem—best friends 

 Siti and Zin—sisters 
 Beko—bad guy 

 

Watching the Film: 

The film can be found in 9 parts on youtube: 

Part 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlhYLCNHxa0&feature=player_detailpage 
Part 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?NR=1&feature=endscreen&v=epddNclH-r0 
Part 3: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&NR=1&v=BxzBYDqP0nw 
Part 4: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&NR=1&v=oYWBuMKd9ho 
part 5: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XahTXoqGYI 
part 6: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&NR=1&v=8WzEI_xDTAs 
Part 7: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YZCh4wi0O_Y&feature=relmfu 
Part 8: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8oIYHAlkkP0 
Part 9: http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&NR=1&v=g47n-7SoP3w 

 

During the film, have students take notes on life cycle events on the worksheet below. 

 

Questions to ask during the film 

o Part 1:  

 What do you think of the music and dancing? How does it compare to Arab 
music and dance?   

 What do we learn about love in Kurdish culture? 
o Between part 2 and 3 ask students for predictions of what will happen 
o Part 3:  
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 Encourage students to pay attention to the family’s role in marriage.   

 In this section we learn that the two brides cannot leave a home at one time.  

The eldest bride goes first.  What does that tell you about the culture? 

o Part 6:  

 The move becomes more political in this section.  How? 

 Are politics and culture related? 

o Part 8: 

 What is the significance of the baby being born the moment that Mem dies? 

o  

After the Film: 

 Elicit general thoughts.  Discuss how Mem and Zin and their relationship represents the 

Kurdish longing for their land. 

Activity:   

 Divide class into 3 groups. In each group, they will make lists of customs related to the 

different life cycle events (marriage, death, birth) 

 Go around and each group will give one custom or tradition they saw until they’ve all been 

listed.   

 Discuss how they compare to our customs 

Homework: 

 Read Kurdistan: Nation of Mem û Zin or Beko Awan? 

 Write:  Is Kurdistan a nation of Mem u Zin or Bekir? 

  



 

Life Cycle Events in Mem u Zin 

As you watch Mem u Zin, take notes on how the three major life cycle events are marked in Kurdish 

culture. 

Birth: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marriage: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Death: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How does this compare to life cycle celebrations in your culture? 

 

 

 

 

 


