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Basmatna
Exploring the Syrian Refugee Crisis | Transforming Our Communities
How can we, as youth, develop productive solutions to conflict in our communities?
Program Overview Basmatna (+«<iil) means
As of November 2015, 4.3 million® registered Syrian refugees “our fingerprint” in Arabic.
had left their country. Another 7.6 million more are internally A fingerprint is a part of
displaced?, which means they were forced to move within identity, or who we are.

Syria. In other words, more than half of Syria’s 22 million
citizens have left their homes because of the civil war that
started in 2011. Youth are particularly vulnerable. Many young
Syrians lost their security, homes, and access to education.

across borders, to share

our communities?

These numbers can make the conflict seem too big or overwhelming to fix. But behind the

How can we work together,

who we are and strengthen

Print for
Students!

statistics, there are stories of real people trying to build new homes for their families. There are

youth working to improve their situations and the smaller conflicts they face every day.

In this program, Syrian, American, and Qatari youth will connect in two live interactive

videoconferences (IVCs). They will learn about each other’s lives, share experiences that go
beyond media stereotypes, and explore the impact of the Syrian crisis. By working together,
they will analyze conflicts in their own communities and begin to positively transform them.

Class Sessions and IVCs: The chart below shows each class activity and IVC!

Class Session Specific Activities Time Checklist (V') | Page #
v’ Syria Back dR h
Understanding the Syria .ac groun . esearc. 50-70
Svrian Conflict v Mapping the Syrian Conflict Minutes 5-8
y v (What is a Refugee?
“A Day in Your v Media Captions Warm-Up .
Life” Photo Stories | v Create “Day in Your Life” Photo Story >0 minutes 11
Conflict in My v Mapping our Conflict Tree .
Community v' Action Plan for Our Community >0 minutes 12-14
v
Reflect and Reflect qn p_rogram _ 10 minutes 15
Connect v’ Take action in your community
Optional: Watch the Reimagine: Syria Broadcast or use the 75 minutes 3-4,
sample IVC outline to conduct your own Videoconference! 16-19
! http://data.unhcr.org/syrianrefugees/regional.php
2 http://www.internal-displacement.org/middle-east-and-north-africa/syria/
Global Nomads Group 2
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Program Intro

Program Outcomes and Components

Student Learning Outcomes
This program is designed to promote the following:

consideration of multiple sources or perspectives.

How to Use the Curriculum and Online Platform (YALLAH)

1. Empathy: Students will have the capacity to understand perspectives, feelings, and experiences
of others, including those from different cultural, national, or religious backgrounds.
2. Critical Thinking: Students will be able to synthesize and reflect upon their learning, including

3. Global Awareness: Students will deepen their understanding of the Syrian conflict and more
broadly, challenges faced by refugees and others forced to leave their homes.

1. Using the Curriculum in Your Class
This curriculum is made up of four classroom activities. You may also
watch a broadcast recording between youth in the US and Syrian youth in
Jordan, to deepen student learning.
* Each activity includes both educator lesson plans and student
worksheets. The educator lesson plans are marked by a

ellolal-Ri s =MeJolfe [y Of the left side of the page. All other pages can be
printed for your students to complete.

2. Connecting on the YALLAH Online Platform: http://yallah.gfi.org/
Optionally, students may join QFI’s YALLAH online community to discuss
the activities with peers from around the world. YALLAH is a moderated,
private platform for young people around the world to get to know each
other and share ideas and questions before/after IVCs.

To log in and get started:

2. Your membership will be approved within 24 hours.
3. Click on “My Page” and update your profile.

access to the Basmatna group on YALLAH.

Print out the Student
Worksheets for your
class! They have a
green box in the upper
corner (pages 1-2 5-7,
9-10, and 12-14).

AH

ae

1. Tojoin, go to: http://yallah.gfi.org/main/authorization/signUp and follow the instructions.

**Please contact QFI via email at yallah@qfi.org to let them know you are interested in having

Global Nomads Group 3



o O 4> 0OCOm

moO —C O

Program Intro

Engaging in Dialogue
Watch the Reimagine: Syria Broadcast or Hold Your Own Videoconference!

To deepen the learning from this program, we encourage you to either:

1. Watch the Reimagine: Syria Broadcast

Learn directly from Syrian students by watching GNG’s Reimagine: Syria broadcast. This
conversation connected students in South Los Angeles, USA with Syrian and Jordanian peers in
Amman, Jordan. They share photo stories, discuss daily life, and explore the conflicts and
opportunities they face in their communities.

Watch here: https://plus.google.com/events/cjfnugbbicpimntg9cu2jgkjpp4

©

Dok Srte

2. Plan Your Own Videoconference

Connect with a school in another town, city, or country for a videoconference on this topic — or
have a class discussion! You can find partner classrooms through your school, educators you know in
other locations, or through global school networks.

See the appendix for tips on:

Steps to plan an IVC

Technology tools for the interactive videoconference (1VC)
Facilitation guidelines

A sample IVC outline

Examples of successful IVC dialogue.

You could do an IVC or discussion after Classroom Activity #2 or #3.

Global Nomads Group 4



Class Session #1
Understanding the Syrian Conflict

TIME: 50 minutes (optional extension to 70 minutes)

MATERIALS: | Computer, Internet access, projector screen, whiteboard, dry erase markers

OVERVIEW: | Students will learn about the historical background of the crisis in Syria and its human
impact by analyzing different media sources. Students will then share their findings and
reflect on how the media influences the ways we perceive conflict.

LESSON PLAN ACTIVITIES:

o O 4> 0OCOm

1. Assess Prior Knowledge (5 minutes)
Have the students brainstorm as a class: What do we already know (or think we know) about the
Syrian conflict? Answer the “Who? What? When? Where? Why?” of the situation in Syria and write
responses on the whiteboard.

2. LEARN: Syrian Crisis Background Research (10 minutes)
As a class, investigate the history and causes of the conflict. Use the following resources:

* Watch the background Prezi from Syria Deeply: http://www.syriadeeply.org/background/basics/
(You can also use this site to explore the major players and current news.)

* For more on the story of the conflict, read http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-
east-26116868 or watch http://www.wsj.com/video/syria-a-brief-history/2D7BB798-
53DD-4066-9D88-51DF668464A1.html

* (Optional) To learn about Syria’s demographics, read
http://www.indexmundi.com/syria/demographics_profile.html|

G
u
I
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E

3. ACT: Mapping the Crisis (20 minutes)
Divide the class into small groups and have each review at least 1 article and 1 timeline/map
(provided on the next page). Each will use these resources and the questions/charts provided on the
next pages to investigate the human impact of the conflict.

4. REFLECT and SHARE: Group Discussion and Impact of the Media (15 minutes)
Each group present their findings to the class using their completed graphic organizer. As they
present, chart their findings on the board or in front of the class. As a class, discuss:
* Did the media sources differ in the way they presented these events? In what ways? Why do
you think their presentation of the “facts” differed?

5. Deepen the Discussion: What does it mean to be a refugee? (20 minutes)
If your class is unfamiliar with the situation of Syrian refugees, review and complete p. 8:
* Ask your class, “What would force you to leave your home?” Have them individually
reflect, then discuss as a group.
* Review the key definitions (refugee, migrant, etc.) with your class.
* Watch/review 1-2 of the media pieces, in small groups or as a class, and have them
answer the discussion questions.

Global Nomads Group 5




Print for
Students!

Understanding the Syrian Conflict: The Human Crisis

Despite local and international efforts, the situation in Syria has continued to worsen since
2011. In order to understand the conflict, we must explore: How has the war affected the
human situation in Syria? How has the situation changed? What does the future look like?

Instructions:

1. Your teacher will put you into small groups to investigate how the conflict in Syria has
affected the country’s health and environment, education, and economics since 2011.

2. Start by reading 1 article and 1 timeline (below). You can also find your own resources!

3. Answer the questions below and fill out the chart on the next page.

4. As a class, discuss what you found from your research on the impact of the crisis.
Articles: Timelines/Maps:
“Syria’s Imminent Food and Water Crisis,” “Syria’s Education Crisis, in 3 Charts,” Washington Post
Chatham House www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2013/03/
www.chathamhouse.org/expert/comment/14959 05/syrias-education-crisis-in-three-charts/
“World Report 2015: Syria,” Human Rights “Syria After Four Years of Mayhem,” NY Times
Watch: https://www.hrw.org/world- www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/03/12/world/middleea
report/2015/country-chapters/syria st/syria-civil-war-after-four-years-map.html? r=0

“Toxic Footprint of Syria’s War,” Peace Direct (Pg. 2 and 4) “Syria Needs Analysis Project,” ACAPS

http://www.insightonconflict.org/2014/07/toxic- www.mapaction.org/component/mapcat/download/2960.h
footprint-syrias-war/ tml?fmt=pdf

What was life in Syria like before the civil war started in 2011? How has it changed?

What actions have the Arab World and international community taken to address the human
crisis in Syria?

Global Nomads Group 6



Print for
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Understanding the Syrian Conflict: The Human Crisis
Continued
Use what you learned in the articles and maps to fill out the chart below. Think about:
* How has the Syrian war affected Syrians inside and outside the country and citizens of
neighboring countries — in terms of education, health and environment, and economics?
* What are these people’s humanitarian needs in each of these areas?
* How has the infrastructure (schools, hospitals, factories, etc.) been impacted in each of
these areas?

. . Health and .
Look for and Discuss: Education . Economics
Environment

Syrian People inside Syria:
How are children and their
families affected, if they
stayed in the country?

Syrian People outside
Syria: How are children and
their families affected, if
they left as refugees to
another country?

Citizens of Neighboring
Countries: How has the
crisis affected Syria’s

neighboring countries?

REFLECT:
How do the media sources you reviewed portray the conflict? Why are there differences
between them?




Print for

Students!
Understanding the Syrian Conflict: The Refugee Crisis

Learn: Key Vocabulary — What is a Refugee?

People who leave their countries to seek safety in another country, because of
violence from war or conflict, or fear of persecution because of their race, religion,

Ref . . Y . . . .

etugees nationality, political views, or membership in a social group. Refugees have rights

under international law, and cannot be forced to return to their country.
Migrants People who immigrate to another country for reasons such as employment or
& education. They do not face a direct threat of persecution or violence.

Internall ) I . .

. y People who are forced to leave their homes, but move within their country. This
Displaced

could be because of war, conflict, or natural disasters.
Persons (IDPs)

People who have left their country and are seeking “asylum” in another country, or
Asylum Seeker | asking to be allowed to stay there because of the danger they face at home.
Asylum seekers submit applications, which the government can accept or reject.

Learn and Discuss: What is the situation of Syrian refugees?
Use the videos/resources to

. . The Syrian Refugee Crisis:
answer the following questions.

European Refugee Crisis Explained:

Class Discussion Questions: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvOnXh3NN9w&featu
*  Why have millions of Syrians re=youtu.be
left their homes? Hear from Several Refugee Families in Jordan and UNHCR:
e Where have the Syrian http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/7/9/unhcr-

syrian-refugees-cross-four-million-mark.html

Syria Refugee Crisis in Numbers (chart):
http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/interactive/2015/07/syr
ia-refugee-crisis-150709120935092.html|

Hear from Syrian Youth in Jordan’s Za’atari Camp, The
Guardian: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WARQID-U-

refugees gone? Which
countries are hosting them?

*  Why are some Syrian refugees
seeking asylum in Europe?

*  What is the impact of this
crisis on young Syrians?
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Class Session 2

Class Session #2
Media Captions Warm-Up and “A Day in Your Life” Photo Story

TIME: 50 minutes

MATERIALS: “A Day in Your Life” worksheet; camera; computer with presentation software

OVERVIEW: Students will analyze two photos of youth from the media, focusing on what is and is

not shown, and how people understand the images. Then, students will create their
own photo stories about their daily life and analyze how conflict impacts their lives.

1.

LESSON PLAN ACTIVITIES:

LEARN: Media Warm-Up Activity (15 minutes)
Split students into small groups, to analyze the images on the next page and discuss:
* What do you see in the image? What “story” does it tell?
* Whatis not shown in the image that might change the way you understand the story?

Assign each group one photo and have them create TWO Image 1: “Hartford Highlights a State’s
captions that tell different stories. Next, have groups share Divide: In Hartford, nearly half of

children live in poverty, as Connecticut's

their captions with the class. Then, reveal the originals. ;
urban areas lag behind” (USA)

Discuss the similarities and differences between captions: Image 2: “Young Syrian Youth Living in
*  Why are our captions different? What does this tell Limbo: A young girl enjoys a lollipop

while watching shoppers in the
Domiz Camp for Syrian Refugees just
outside of Dohuk, Iraq” (Iraq/Syria)*

us about how people see images?
* What “conflicts” do these photos show? How?

ACT and SHARE: Create “A Day in Your Life” Photo Stories (25 minutes, optional time outside class)
Using what we learned from step 1, students will now create their own “photo story” of a day in
their life to show their peers. Introduce this project to the class and discuss:
* What are the main experiences you have every day that you want peers in your class and
another place to learn about?
* What do you see in your community that makes you proud?
* What are the problems or challenges that you face every day?

Divide the class into 2-3 small groups to make their photo stories (use PowerPoint or PDF). Have
each first create 1 storyboards (an outline for your photo story) that includes 6-10 images. They can
then take photos in or out of class. Photo stories should represent students’ daily life and include:

* At least 2 images of things that make them feel happy or hopefully;

* At least 2 images of problems/challenges they face regularly.

Optionally, post the photo stories on YALLAH, in the “Photo Stories” tab in the Basmatna Syria
forum. (Please contact QFI for access to this forum by emailing yallah@gfi.org).

REFLECT: Preparing to Watch the Broadcast OR Lead Setting up a Videoconference (Optional)
Your Own IVC (10 minutes) If you like, you can set up a videoconference
What have you learned about yourselves through this or in-person discussion for your class, to
process? What do you want to learn about your peers’ discuss these important issues. See the
daily lives in another country? appendix for an outline and tips.

* Neider, Jesse. “Hartford Highlights a State’s Divide.” The Wall Street Journal. September 30, 2012.
http://www.wsj.com/articles/SB10000872396390444592404578028643248213474

* Kashi, Ed. "Young Syrian Refugees Living in Limbo." National Geographic Proof. January 29, 2014.
http://proof.nationalgeographic.com/2014/01/29/ed-kashi-young-syrian-refugees-living-in-limbo/




Print for

Students!
Media Captions Warm-Up

In our globalized world, we can get information from many sources — print and online media,
friends, families, social media, and more. However, they don’t always tell us the full story. In this
exercise, we’ll look at images from the news, and how they can be interpreted in different ways.

Use the questions below to analyze the photos. For each image, write TWO captions that tell
different stories, as if they were going to be published in a newspaper, magazine, or online.

What do | see in the
image? What “story”
does it tell?

What is not shown in the
image that might be
important to understand
the story?

Write TWO captions, telling different stories about the image:
1. 2.

10



Print for

Students!
A Day in Your Life: Photo Story
In small groups, you are now going to tell your own story of a day in your lives, using 6-10
images. You will share this with your peers in class and optionally on YALLAH.

Step 1: Start by discussing these questions with your class: A storyboard is a

* What are the main experiences you have every day? What do you series of images

want your peers in class or other countries to learn about? that show the
* What do you see in your community that makes you proud? main parts/scenes

* What are the problems or challenges that you face every day? of a story.

Step 2: Draw images in the storyboard (below) to outline parts of a day in your life, including
challenges and things that you make you proud.

Step 3: Work with your group to create 1 photo story with 6-10 images to share with your peers.
* Put your photos in a PowerPoint presentation or PDF document to share. Optionally, post
it on YALLAH, in the “Photo Stories” tab in the Basmatna Syria forum.

What do you want to know about your peers’ daily lives in another country?

11
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Class Session 3

Class Session #3
Transforming Conflict in My Community

TIME: 50 minutes

MATERIALS: | Flipchart paper, markers

OVERVIEW: | Students will select a problem in their community, and use a “conflict tree” to analyze its

causes/effects. Youth will examine their role in transforming this conflict and create an
action plan with tangible steps.

1.

3.

LESSON PLAN INSTRUCTIONS:

Brainstorm: What conflicts/problems are in my community? (10 minutes)
Use the guiding questions, explore what conflicts/problems are experienced in your community.
*  What problems in your community do you most want to change? What conflict/problems do
you share?
* Conflicts can be interpersonal, local, national, or global. What can you work to change?

Pick one conflict to analyze and address as a group. Guide students to a conflict that is important to
them and that they feel they could take action towards improving.

LEARN: Map Your Problem with a “Conflict Tree?” (20 minutes)
* Introduce the Conflict Tree as a tool to analyze the conflict that students selected.
* Have students use the worksheet (p. 13) to map their conflict’s core problem, causes and effects.
* After, reflect as a class using the following guiding questions:
o How would begin to address the conflict: at the roots, trunk, or branches?
o How have people in your community dealt with similar conflicts in the past?

Conflict Tree Components:

Overview: Every conflict or problem has roots (causes)
and branches (effects), like a tree. Understanding causes
and effects helps us identify solutions.

Trunk (Core problem): The main issue. It’s the largest S et
visible piece of the tree, but is only one piece of the i
conflict, as it comes from many roots.

H\es sor
GOUNY

Roots (Causes): Underlying reasons for the problem.
Often hard to see, although they keep the conflict alive.

SLonomic
Pressure

Branches (Effects): Consequences or new conflicts that
come from the core problem.

ACT: Develop an Action Plan (15 minutes)
As a class, brainstorm how they, as youth, can address the conflict. Use the action plan worksheet to:
* Write a problem statement  ® ldentify a goal and target audience ® Outline action steps

REFLECT (5 minutes)

How can you continue and expand your project? Check out this guide:
http://api.ning.com/files/*k9pHGBCHskDRciwbw*IC3azzmExhUV2pqpHggTHgY627BeZBblaRkIE
3Vy-hxILIxGcC34cpz6YS6WeNXW6aM-blm-hvor6/SLActionPlan.jpg .

12



Print for
Students!

ACT: Our Conflict Tree
Every conflict or problem has roots (causes) and branches (effects), like a tree. Conflict analysis
helps us understand these causes and effects, and identify solutions. This depends on who
analyzes the conflict, and from what perspective.

Based on your exchanges with your peers, what problems in your community do you most want
to change? What problems/conflicts do you share?

As a group, pick one conflict to address and use the tree to map its causes and effects.

Type of Conflict (select one): Remember to include:
OlInterpersonal O National 1. Trunk (Core Problem)
O Local O International 2. Roots (Causes)

3. Branches (Effects)

13



Your Action Plan

Print for
Students!

Now that you have mapped out the conflict, it’s time to start developing a solution! Use this
worksheet to write a problem statement, identify an objective and target audience, and outline

*You won't finish in one day! Taking action is a long process. We hope you continue after

steps to address the problem.

completing the curriculum and watching the IVC!

Problem Statement:

Start by defining your conflict in more detail. This problem statement should answer three questions:

1. What is the problem or need?
2. Who has the problem or need?
3. Why is it important to solve?

Use the following format to write a problem statement: Who need(s) what because why.

need(s) because

Action Planning Guide

Goal/Objective

Pick awareness, advocacy,
or action and then specify:
What do you hope to
accomplish?

Select one: 0 Awareness 0 Advocacy 0O Action

Target Audience

Who do you need to reach
or impact to change this
problem?

Action Steps

What can you and your
peers do to reach this goal?
What steps do you need to
take/people to contact?

Want to expand your project? Check out this guide:
http://api.ning.com/files/*k9pHGBCHskDRciwbw*IC3azzmExhUV2pqgpHggTHgY62ZBeZBblaRkIE3Vy-

hxILIxGeC34cpz6YS6WeNXW6aM-blm-hvor6/SLActionPlan.jpg .

14
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Reflect and Connect
Reflect on the questions below, then share with your class and post on YALLAH in the Basmatna
Syria Forum. (Please ask QFI for access to this forum by emailing yallah@qfi.org)

How did this program change the way you understand the Syrian crisis?

How did this program change the way you understand conflicts in your own community?

How do you plan to continue to work on your project to transform conflict in your community?

Taking Action: Submit to Hurriyah Magazine!

Share your reflections and take action through Qatar Foundation’s Hurriyah online magazine
(http://YALLAH.gfi.org/Hurriyah)! The goal of Hurriyah is to create dialogue among youth
around the world, to raise awareness, solidarity, and resources for Syrian communities. It
reached a global audience and gives a voice to youth in different countries — like you!

* What to submit: An artistic reflection (writing, drawing, painting, photography) about
what you learned in this program OR how you are working to improve your community
with the project.

* How to submit: Send your reflection to yallah@qfi.org.

* Forideas: See the last issue of Hurriyah here:
http://issuu.com/refugeestorycircle/docs/refugee story circle - zine - not f/1.

15



Print for
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Reflect and Connect
Reflect on the questions below, then share with your class and post on YALLAH in the Basmatna
Syria Forum. (Please ask QFI for access to this forum by emailing yallah@qfi.org)

How did this program change the way you understand the Syrian crisis?

How did this program change the way you understand conflicts in your own community?

How do you plan to continue to work on your project to transform conflict in your community?

Taking Action: Submit to Hurriyah Magazine!

Share your reflections and take action through Qatar Foundation’s Hurriyah online magazine
(http://YALLAH.gfi.org/Hurriyah)! The goal of Hurriyah is to create dialogue among youth
around the world, to raise awareness, solidarity, and resources for Syrian communities. It
reached a global audience and gives a voice to youth in different countries — like you!

* What to submit: An artistic reflection (writing, drawing, painting, photography) about
what you learned in this program OR how you are working to improve your community
with the project.

* How to submit: Send your reflection to yallah@qfi.org.
* Forideas: See the last issue of Hurriyah here: http://issuu.com/refugeestorycircle.
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Appendix
Tips to Plan and Implement an IVC

Appendix:
Tips to Plan and Implement an Interactive Videoconference (IVC)
Looking for more types of connection for your students and their partner classrooms? Here are
guidelines to help you and your partners connect in an interactive videoconference (IVC). IVCs
typically last 45-75 minutes, are led by a student or educator facilitator, and follow an agenda.

The following guide will offer:
1. Pre-IVC Planning Steps
2. Sample Facilitation Script
3. Examples of Good Dialogue in IVCs
4. IVC-Tips for all Participants

Interactive Videoconference (IVC): A live
meeting conducted via the Internet, using
software such as Skype or Google Hangout.
IVCs connect 2 or more classrooms or groups
of students, and are led by a student or
educator facilitator, who prepares an agenda

1. Pre-IVC Planning Steps

A. SCHEDULE YOUR IVC: Find a day and time that works for both groups (use this tool to
calculate the time differences:
http://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html). Between time zones,
different weekdays, and holidays, scheduling may be a challenge! Note that your
students might have to come early or stay late at school to find a time that works for
both groups. We recommend scheduling at least 45 minutes for an IVC.

B. PICK AND TEST YOUR PLATFORM: Do you prefer Skype? Google Hangout? Another
software tool? Make sure you and your partner agree and feel comfortable with the
platform. Plan a quick 5-10 minute test call to make sure the connection works.

C. CHOOSE A FACILITATOR: Who will guide the conversation? An educator? A student?
The role of the facilitator is to: Prepare the agenda and their facilitation script (before
the IVC); Guide the dialogue, prompting students when it is their turn to speak, asking
discussion and follow-up questions, and summarizing points made (during the IVC).

D. PLAN AN AGENDA: Use the Sample Facilitator Script® (page 51) for the selected
facilitator to prepare for the IVC itself. GNG recommends that the facilitator

E. CONFIRM: Confirm the date, time (both time zones), and platform with your partner.
Follow-up the week before to make sure the chosen day/time still works.

® Feel free to reach out to GNG if you’d like an IVC agenda specific to any of the four Campfire Modules.

16



Appendix
Tips to Plan and Implement an IVC

2. Sample Facilitation Script

Facilitator Tips

1. Start with introductions and an overview of the IVC agenda, including the topic of
discussion.
Prompt each group or student so that they know who should be speaking, using your agenda.
Refer to your discussion questions throughout the session to keep the discussion moving.
Work with a timekeeper to keep track of the time throughout the IVC.
Remind everyone when time is running out and you are in the last section of the agenda.
Thank all for participating and, if applicable, remind peers of any projects to work on.

Sl L

Facilitator Name: Timekeeper Name:

INTRODUCTIONS (15 minutes):
Welcome to our videoconference! My name is from school
and I'll be facilitating today’s discussion.
Before we begin, I'd like to remind everyone of the following four important IVC tips:
a. State your first name at the beginning of each question or comment.
b. Say “thank you” after each question/comment so it is clear that you're done.
c. Keep your microphone muted when not speaking.
d. Speak slowly and clearly.

Can we please have a student representative from each group introduce their group with:
a. Representative’s name
b. School name and location
c. Interesting fact about their school or community & an important event that has
taken place recently in your school or community.

Let’s hear first from group and then from

Thanks for sharing those interesting facts and events. Does anyone have any follow-up
guestions about anything shared?

AGENDA OVERVIEW (3 minutes)

For the rest of our session today, we will spend about 15 minutes discussing
. I'll start by asking a discussion question, and then there will be time
for us to discuss together and ask each other questions back and forth. We’'ll finish with a
short conclusion and 60-second showcase.

DISCUSSION (30 minutes)
To start off our discussion, can one volunteer from each school please share

(Guiding question: i.e. What have learned so far about the impact of the Syrian crisis on
people in and outside of Syria?

17



Appendix
Tips to Plan and Implement an IVC

What to Discuss?

Focus the conversation on any of these topics, based on what you have completed in the curriculum:

* “A Day in Our Lives” Photo Stories: Help students share their photo stories and ask questions about the
opportunities and challenges students face every day.

* Understanding the Impact of the Syrian Conflict: Guide students through a discussion on the Syrian
conflict, focusing on the impact on youth, media portrayals, and opportunities to take action.

* Working Towards Change: Prompt students to share about conflicts they face in their community,
using the conflict trees. What are the conflicts’ causes, effects, and potential solutions?

Let’s open the discussion and ask each other questions, starting with school.
Please ask complete questions, sharing context and background info with your question.

Notes

I’d like to add another question: (Refer to one of your prepared discussion questions).
Discussion Questions (prepared in advance!):
Ex: What are some of your hobbies or things you like to do in your free time?

Thanks for these great comments. We are just about out of time, so let’s take one last
question before we conclude. Let’s hear from someone who hasn’t spoken much yet.

60-SECOND SHOWCASE (10 minutes)

Have 1-2 students from each school prepare (in advance) to share a personal talent or
interest. Keep it visual (without a lot of explanation) and short (less than 60 seconds)! Ideas
for a Showcase include: playing a musical instrument, singing a song, dancing, reciting
poetry, exhibiting art (paint, sculpture, etc.); or something else!

Student Name Talent/Interest

Conclusion (2 minutes)
Thanks so much to everyone who participated and shared their thoughts today! It was a
great discussion and | look forward to future conversations!
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Appendix
Tips to Plan and Implement an IVC

3. Examples of Good Dialogue in IVCs
To start, take a look at two examples of successful IVC dialogue from past GNG classroom pairs:

Pakistan-US IVC: In their first IVC,
students tackle the issue of racism
in their communities, asking j
respectful questions to understand \ M
if what they see in the media is |
accurate.

vimeo.com/globalnomadsgroup/ivc

examplel

Afghanistan-US IVC: Students discuss the impact of street harassment on women, and the role
police play in society in their third IVC together. This example also shows how successful
dialogue can occur even with the need for translation and a few technical difficulties.
vimeo.com/globalnomadsgroup/ivcexample2

4. IVC-Tips for all Participants
Videoconferencing can be challenging at first, due to Internet connection, new technologies,
and comfort with public speaking. Here are a few tips to help facilitate effective IVCs!

Communicate Effectively

* Start your comment or question by stating your name (i.e. "Hi, my name is Rudy from
Global Nomads").

* When you are finished speaking, say “Thank you,” so that we know you are finished.

* Speak loudly, slowly, and clearly.

* Ask thoughtful questions and respond to all answers with respect. Express your opinions in
a positive manner. Avoid asking off-topic or inappropriate questions.

* Ask open-ended questions (as opposed to “yes or no” questions).

Use the Technology Effectively

* Trust the technology! Don’t worry if there is a slight delay in a response from your partners.

* Talk directly into the microphone.

* Mute the microphone when you are finished speaking. When your microphone is on,
remember that the other participating sites will hear all sounds.

Etiquette & Active Listening

* Be an active listener by paying close attention to the speakers and the topic at hand. Use
your facial expressions to express interest, attentiveness, and participation.

* Have paper and pen available to write down notes or ideas to comment when it is your turn.

* Make sure multiple students from both groups get a turn to speak (go back and forth
between the two groups throughout the discussion).

¢ All participants should be settled into seats 5-7 minutes before the scheduled IVC start time.
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